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Critical Habitat on Ag Crown Land 

• The Species at Risk Act (SARA) is a federal act, 
that requires the province to protect federally-
designated species at risk and their critical 
habitat

• 1.3 million acres of provincial agricultural 
Crown land with critical habitat



Activity to date

• Early 2020 Letters to all Crown lessees with 
critical habitat

• March 2020 First attempt lessee engagement
• 2020 Multi-species critical habitat assessment 

and management tool (the "tool")
• 2021 ECCC & Ministry sign two-year 

SARPAL contribution agreement for critical 
habitat research project



More about the tool

• Developed to assess and outline existing 
management requirements

• Currently, the ministry has not committed to 
use the tool – learning opportunity for the 
ministry and lessee

• Distinguish baseline protection from habitat 
enhancements

• Assist with documenting existing protection 
and identifying gaps in protection



Critical Habitat Research Project

• 2022-2023 Lands Branch led critical 
habitat research project
– Two term rangeland habitat researchers

• Training tools for staff on critical habitat
• Resource materials for lessees
• Research project

– Voluntary participation from 20 lessees
• Permission to assess the lease for research purposes
• Interview
• Field tour (voluntary)
• Critical habitat lease assessment using the tool



Engagement
• February-March 2022 Lessee engagement 

– Reviewing alternative engagement options for 
lessees with critical habitat

• March 2022 Engagement with stakeholder 
groups
– Facilitated virtual sessions
– Invitation by email

• Fall 2022 Potential for in-person lessee and 
stakeholder engagement



Key messages

• The province is responsible for effectively 
protecting federally-designated species at risk 
and critical habitat on non-federal lands 
(provincial and private lands) through 
provincial mechanisms (legislation, policies).



Key messages

• Lessees and the Ministry of Agriculture have a 
shared responsibility to protect species at risk 
and their critical habitat on agricultural Crown 
lands within Saskatchewan.








