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Hill 70 Quantock RancH
“Barn Burnin’ Bull Sale”
Sat., Feb. 6, 2010 at the Ranch, lloydminster, aB

1-800-665-7253

1-800-665-7253

50 Horned Herefords Two’s
110 Red Angus (70 Two’s - 40 Yearlings)
65 Black Angus (40 Two’s - 25 Yearlings)
55 Charolais (30 Two’s - 25 Yearlings)
40 Red & Black Angus X Simmentals
     (Yearlings & Fall Born)
10 Red Angus X Gelbvieh (Two’s)
50 Registered Red Angus & 
 Commercial Females (Breds)

When every gallon of diesel and
every blade of grass impacts  your bottom line...

you can be guaranteed the genetic influence from our
cattle is based on the economics of “grass & diesel”.

Performance and ancestry is important... but the cattle gotta
work first... no “Mollies”, no “Flossies” and no “Fluff” ! Come to

us for all your genetic needs... – one day, one phone call!

Bill Creech – “Bill The Bull Guy”

– Reply Card –
Name

Address

Ph Fax

#                of Cows 

o DVD of Sale Bulls o Sight Unseen Purchase Plan
o Red Angus o Black Angus o Charolais
o Horned Hereford o Black Angus X Simmental Hybrids
o Red Angus X Simmental Hybrids
o Red Angus X Gelbvieh
o Reg. Red Angus Females

Mail to: Hill 70 Quantock Ranch
Box 756, Lloydminster, AB  S9V 1C1

info@hill70quantock.com     www.hill70quantock.com
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“Cowboy FRiendly” pRogRams…

3 BuLL DeVeLopment - till Spring

3 RepeAt BuyeR pRogRAm
3 DeLiVeRy... it’S StiLL FRee
3 gooD neigHBoR pRogRAm

3 60/40 FinAnCe pLAn
We’re here to help – if it works for you – it works for us! 

60% sale day; 40% July 1, 2010; 0% interest o.A.C.

Customer 
AppreCiAtion night

FridAy, FebruAry 5, 2010
Supper,  Branding 

& Bull Viewing!

Visit our website... www.hill70quantock.com

sight Unseen 
purchase program…

Boys, still your best bet if you can’t be with us sale day.
We guARAntee

youR SAtiSFACtion! 
Together we’ll analyze each and every bull… 

we want to be sure the “fit is right”.
Annually sells 100+ bulls using this program.





Let’s talk about beef
Fluctuating economies and exchange rates are impacting Canada’s beef sector. What’s on the horizon
for your cattle operation? Join us as we discuss important issues like the feed grain situation, the rate
of contraction and the outlook for the beef industry.

Alberta

Stettler February 8 2 – 4 p.m. Stettler Legion Hall
Ponoka February 9 10 a.m. – noon Royal Canadian Legion
Wainwright February 9 7 – 9 p.m. Wainright & District

Communiplex
Veteran February 10 1 – 3 p.m. Dryland Cattle Trading Corp.
Brooks February 11 10 a.m. – noon Heritage Inn

Saskatchewan

Carnduff February 8 7 – 9 p.m. St. Andrews United Church
Weyburn February 9 1 – 3 p.m. Ramada Inn & Suites
Assiniboia February 10 10 a.m. – noon Prince of Wales Cultural &

Recreation Centre
Swift Current February 10 7 – 9 p.m. I-plex

This free event is open to all producers but seating is limited, so register early. For more
information or to sign up, visit www.fcc.ca/learning or call 1-800-387-3232 to reach the FCC
office near you.



©Beef Business      January 2010 5

Contents

5

Industry News
8 Crown Land Sale Program Extended

9 U.S. Cattle Industry Challenged by Drop in Demand

10 Piglet Green - Test Tube Pork Created by Dutch Scientists

11 Ontario Pork Plant Gets $2 Million

12 Packers and Ag Groups Call for $24 Million SRM Compensation

13 Argentina Temporarily Out of the Beef Export Business

13 Quebec Producers First to Benefit From Federal Slaughter Money

13 Manitoba Plant Gets $17.5 Million

Markets and Trade
14 Grant Zalinko’s State of the Industry Address

18 Non-Fed Slaughter Figures for Western Canada

18 Meat Exports

18 Other Market Stats of Note

19 Cattle Prices

20 SK Producer/Exporter Breaks Into Russia With Sizeable Sale

Features
26 Meet The Minister: An Interview With Bob Bjornerud

Analysis and Opinion
39 Feedback Forum

Science and Production
42 Where’s the Beef? - Active Missing Livestock Files

Association News and Reports
45 Saskatchewan Simmental Association Report

49 Member Profile - Garner Deobald

50 A Report From the SSGA President

51 A Report From the SSGA General Manager

Stewardship
52 SK PCAP - A Look at 2009

54 Calendar of Events

55 Advertiser Index

Cover photo courtesy of Cathy Piller - Grenfell, SK

A Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association
(SSGA) Publication

General Manager: Chad MacPherson
Administrative Assistant: Wilma Switzer
Box 4752, Evraz Place, Regina, SK   S4P 3Y4
Tel: 306-757-8523		  Fax: 306-569-8799
email: ssga@sasktel.net OR ssga.admin@sasktel.net
Website: www.skstockgrowers.com

Editor: Jim Warren
Tel: 306-569-9389
email: jwarrenconsulting@gmail.com

Advertising Sales - Tracy Cornea
Tel: 306-693-9329		  Fax: 306-692-4961
email: tracy.cornea@gmail.com

Subscriptions - Wilma Switzer
Box 4752, Evraz Place, Regina, SK   S4P 3Y4
Tel: 306-757-8523		  Fax: 306-569-8799
email: ssga@sasktel.net

Subscription Rate: 1 yr $26.50
(GST included) Published 6 times per year

Design and Layout - Jackson Designs 
Candace Jackson		 Tel: 306-772-0376
email: cjacksondesigns@gmail.com

Prairie Conservation Action Plan (PCAP)
Manager: Michelle Yaskowich
Box 4752, Evraz Place, Regina, SK   S4P 3Y4
Tel: 306-352-0472		  Fax: 306-569-8799
email: pcap@sasktel.net

SSGA reserves the right to refuse advertising and 
to edit manuscripts. Contents of Beef Business may 
be reproduced with written premission obtained 
from the SSGA Editor or Manager and proper 
credit given to the Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Association. Articles submitted may not be the 
opinion of the Association. SSGA assumes no 
responsibility for any actions or decisions taken by 
any reader from this publication based on any and 
all information provided.

Publications Mail Agreement #40011906
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses 

(covers only) to:
Saskatchewan Stock  Growers Association

Box 4752, Regina, SK   S4P 3Y4

Beef Business

This magazine is printed on paper that is comprised of 

50% recycled paper and 25% post-consumer waste.
It is acid-free, elemental chlorine-free and is FSC certified

 Tle hc iy sc  Me aR ge as za inel e
P

A PROUD SASKATCHEWAN 
TRADITION SINCE 1913



6 ©Beef Business     January 2010

1st Call
For Resolutions

Please submit resolutions to:
Mark Elford, Box 60

McCord, SK   S0H 2T0
Phone: 306-478-2635

Fax: 306-478-2664
email: elfordranch@sasktel.net

SSGA 
Meeting Notice

SSGA SEMI-ANNUAL 
MEETING

January 22, 2009 10:00 AM
Saskatoon Inn, Saskatoon, SK

1st Call
For Nominations

Please submit nominations to:
Lloyd Thompson, Box 910 

Carnduff, SK   S0C 0S0
Phone: 306-482-3743

Fax: 306-482-3547
email: tfourranches@xplornet.com

CCA Terms expiring: 
Jack Hextall and Bob Ivey

©The Saskatchewan Stockgrower “Super Issue”  - September 2008 45

w w w . f e e d r i t e . c o m

Extended grazing just got easier!

• Rite-Lix fills the gap…. tubs contain energy, protein minerals, and vitamins 
   missing from stockpiled forages.

• Fewer trips to the field… tubs only need to be placed every 2 to 3 weeks.

• Constant supply… hardness of the tubs prevents overconsumption.

• No waste…. nutrients won’t be washed or blown away by the weather.

Available at Feed-Rite and participating dealers: 

Humboldt  682-2668   Saskatoon 384-2144   Swift Current 773-1323

Ask us how!

Low Moisture Block Supplement

Now available in a ... 
biodegradable container

S S G A  i s  a  n o n - p r o f i t 
organization established in 
1913. The SSGA represents the 
cattle industry on the legislative 
front with a strong united voice. 
SSGA safeguards the interests 
of producers by working to 
defeat or amend proposals that 
could negatively impact the 
industry and actively supporting 
proposals that would strengthen 
and advance the industry. 
These activities are carried out 
through SSGA representation 
on many stakeholder groups and 
committees.

The Most Reliable

•Rugged Construction
•Large Screen
•Bluetooth (Option)
•5 Button Keypad (Easy Menu Navigation)
•FREE Livetrack Manager Software
•Compatible with all Scales

CCIA Approved ear tag reader

Syscan-ID
1975 Hymus Blvd suite 225
Dorval, Quebec H9P 1J8
T 514-685-7778 F 514-685-1938
www.syscan-id.com  info@syscan-id.com

Government subsidies available

See our video at our website

Contact us for a distributor near you

LiveTrack Wand Reader
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Offering
35 Yearling Angus Bulls
4 Coming Two Year Old Angus Bulls
8 Simm Angus Bulls (Profit Makers)
15 Yearling Heifers
10 Bred Heifers

Only the Good Ones Sell
February 26, 2010

1:30 pm CST - at the Ranch

earlysunset_8.5x11:Layout 1  12/11/2009  9:48 AM  Page 1
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The Saskatchewan Stock Growers 
Association (SSGA) welcomed the Nov. 
16 announcement of an extension 
to the Agricultural Crown Land Sale 
Program. The 10% discount available 
to lessees purchasing the Crown land 
they currently rent has been extended 
one year, to Dec. 31, 2010.

SSGA President Calvin Knoss, 
indicated, “The SSGA has supported 
the Crown Land Sale program since 
its inception and we are pleased  
the government has recognized 
the financial challenges facing the 
livestock industry and is giving 
producers an additional year to get 
the full advantage of participating in 
the program.”

The 110,000 acres of Crown land sold 
to lessees as of Nov. 2009 represents 
less than 10% uptake of the land 

Crown Land Sale Program Extended
originally eligible for sale.  When 
the program was announced on 
November 4, 2008, 1.6 million acres 
of the approximately 7.2 million 
acres of agricultural Crown land in 
the province was made eligible for 
purchase by current lessees. 

The two main issues which the 
SSGA believes played a role in the 
low uptake are the ongoing income 
problems in the industry along 
with the fact that much of the land 
producers were interested in was 
frequently unavailable due to a 
variety of restrictions. For example, 
if municipal, regional or provincial 
planners had labeled a region as 
having recreation potential it could be 
unavailable – regardless of what the 
level of recreational potential might 
be. 

Industry News

Producers wondered, if for example, 
it’s recreational potential is for sight 
seeing by boaters on a lake, how that 
would be in conflict with ranching?

Similarly, there appeared to be a lack 
of rational consistency in the processes 
involved in classifying certain lands as 
protected natural habitat over previous 
decades. Producers have argued, 
much of this land has been ranched 
continuously for over 100 years, 
demonstrating that ranching is not 
inconsistent with habitat preservation.

In response to these sorts of producer 
concerns, provincial regulators have 
taken steps to rationalize some of the 
complexity and inconsistency in the 
status of certain Crown agricultural 
lands, which may modestly increase 
the amount of land eligible for 
purchase under the program. B
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US Cattle Industry 
Challenged by 

Drop in Demand
According to recent US cattle industry 
reports, the domestic demand for beef 
is at its lowest point in the past 30 
years. 

An official from Cattle-Fax was re-
ported by Meat International on Nov. 
27, 2009 as indicating year to year 
demand in the wholesale beef sector 
is down 10 to 15 percent for the July 
through September period.

The decline in US demand/consump-
tion has been attributed to the  reces-
sion, and is seen in a sharp drop in 
business for both high-end restaurants 
and casual dining establishments.

Conditions reported in the US are in 
sync with observations by Canadian 
industry officials such as the CCA’s 
Brad Wildeman who told Beef 
Business a year ago that problems 
were emerging in relation to the 
ability to sell middle cuts at traditional 
premium levels over trim. As we 
reported the situation at that time, the 
reduced demand for primal cuts could 
result in high end meat being turned 
into burger – roughly analogous 
to melting down BMWs to make 
Volkswagen Beetles.

The US industry is also frustrated by 
the fact that export sales are not doing 
much to pick up the slack in their do-
mestic sales.  Prior to the appearance 
of BSE in a US born animal in 2003, the 
Americans were exporting 2.5 billion 
lbs. of beef annually. For 2009, total 
US beef exports are expected to total 
around 1.8 to 1.9 billion lbs.

Beef Business
Ad Size: 5 x 10 (2/3 page) 4C

Ad Cost: $1150
Ad Copy To: ssga@sasktel.net

Contact: Tracy @ 1.306.693.9329
tracy.cornea@gmail.com

NORAC Systems International Inc.
Contact: Heidi Burchby

Ph: 1.306.664.6711 ext. 334
E-mail: heidi@norac.ca

B
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Industry News

Researchers at Eindhoven University 
in the Netherlands, with backing 
from the Dutch government and a 
sausage company, have been credited 
with creating the first ever artificially 
engineered food in red meat form.

Hog producers need not worry just 
yet – the scientists involved have 
acknowledged that they still haven’t 
broken the yuck barrier, so far all they 
have been able to produce is soggy 
pork that people wouldn’t want to eat. 
That’s good news for pork producers 
who have more than enough grief on 
their plates at the moment.

Besides producing unpalatable meat, 
the process appears to be something 
tough to do cost effectively. They do it 
by extracting cells from a live pig and 
putting them into a broth made from 
the blood of animal foetuses.

In a London’s Sunday Times story from 
Nov. 29, the scientists involved said 
they were working on methods to 
improve the muscle tissue produced, 
“in the hope that people will one day 
want to eat it.”

The success with pork in the lab 
follows on an earlier effort in New York 
that produced fish fillets from goldfish 
tissue.

It might be interesting to see 
how Dutch citizens will view their 

government’s support for this 
development. On the one hand, as 
the Sunday Times article pointed out, 
there are all kinds of anti-methane 
environmentalists in Holland and 
elsewhere in Europe who will love 
the idea of potentially fart free pork 
(yes you read that right). On the other 
hand, if the European reaction to GM 
canola and wheat is any indication, it 
is hard to imagine test tube pork not 
being considered a “Franken Food.” 
PETA is grappling with whether in 
vitro (or cultured) meat is or isn’t part 
of a dead animal. 

It is odd to think that Netherlands, 
which is an EU member state sees no 
problem with growing engineered 
pork in vats full of foetus blood, but 
at the same time supports bans on 
certain Canadian imports because 
we’ve tinkered with plant genes.

Canadian author Gwynne Dyer’s 
recent book Climate Wars included a 
May 2008 interview with Axel Meisen 
of the Alberta Research Council who 
said it wasn’t that far fetched to 
speculate that the day could come 
when we could grow steaks or fish 
fillets from a few cells provided with 
the appropriate nutrient medium.

Well apparently that day is pretty 
much here. But as Dyer states, “Many 
people will simply be horrified by 
this proposal, and many others will 

suspect … [it] foreshadows a two-
tier world food system: real beef for 
the rich, vat grown beef for the poor. 
Even if the taste and texture were 
exactly the same, considerations of 
prestige would produce that two-
tiered market. Still it’s a lot better than 
Soylent Green…” 

Readers with real lives, who don’t 
spend a lot of time watching late night 
tv, may not recall that Soylent Green 
was the major food source for people 
in the dystopian post-apocalyptic 
world portrayed in a 1970s movie of 
the same name. The main character, 
portrayed by Charlton Heston, has a 
mental breakdown when he discovers 
“Soylent Green is made from people!” 

So far all they have on the shelf at 
the lab is Piglet Green and Goldfish 
Green – but who knows where the 
wonders of science might take us? 
One can reasonably anticipate that 
the appearance of  “in vitro veal” is 
just around the corner. 

Piglet Green
Test Tube Pork Created by Dutch Scientists

B



©Beef Business      January 2010 11

Industry News

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors

1.877.500.0780 mnp.ca

At MNP, we know agriculture 
is more than your livelihood, it’s your life.

As a proud supporter of the Saskatchewan Stock Growers

Association, we understand the unique challenges you face.

Working with you one-on-one, we provide customized solutions

from a local perspective that helps your operation prosper. 

It’s knowing your vision, your business and you.

To find out what we can do for you, call Dean Klippenstine,

Regional Ag Leader at 1.877.500.0780.

Breeding For Profit - Bull Selection Workshop
The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture invites you to attend a bull selection workshop on February 3, 2010 
in Moose Jaw and February 5, 2010 in Saskatoon. 

When:   February 3, 2010, 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.                                                                                           
              (steak supper to follow) 
Where:  Johnstone Auction Mart, seven 
              kilometers west of Moose Jaw on                                                                                                         
              Highway #1
Cost:    $40 per person

When:   February 5, 2010, 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.                        
              (steak supper to follow) 
Where:  Saskatoon Livestock Sales, ten   
              kilometers west of Saskatoon on   
              Highway #14 
Cost:     $40 per person

Agenda:

Expected Progeny Difference (EPD’s) and Other Genetic Mysteries  
Sean McGrath, PAg, Creo Episteme Ltd.

Serving Your Sire - Bull Nutrition 
Dr. John McKinnon, Professor and Beef Industry Research Chair, College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources, University of Saskatchewan. 

What’s Hiding Under the Hide  - Live Animal Ultrasound Demonstration 
Teresa Binetruy, Beef Unit Manager, University of Saskatchewan and  Dr. John McKinnon, 
Professor and Beef Industry Research Chair, College of Agriculture and Bioresources, 
University of Saskatchewan. 

The ABC’s of What’s Between His Knees - Breeding Soundness Evaluation 
Dr. Robert Bellamy, Bellamy Harrison Animal Hospital (Moose Jaw), Dr. Harvey Domaslai, 
Corman Park Vet Services (Saskatoon).  

Ribs, Nuts and Butts - Physical Characteristics of a Good Bull 
Garner Deobald, 2009 Canadian Western Agribition Bull Pen Alley Judge

For more information go to www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Calendar or 
to pre-register, contact the Agriculture Knowledge Centre 
at 1-866-457-2377. Pre-registration is required, 
call early to reserve your ticket.

bulladqtrpage.indd   1 11/26/2009   10:20:47 AMOntario Pork Plant 
Gets $2 Million

This past December the MP for 
Ontario’s Kitchener-Conestoga 
riding  announced that Conestoga 
Meat Packers, is receiving a $2.3 
million investment under the federal 
Slaughter Improvement Program. 
The company, which is owned by 
150 Ontario hog producers, will use 
the cash to expand its value-added 
product processing capabilities.

Beef Business estimates that nearly 
half the funds available under the 
program have been allocated as of the 
end of 2009. B


